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ChemAlert™ Guide

CHEMICALS

Restrictions on Sale of Chemicals

Chemicals can be sold only to institutions, to full-time 
educators and to professionals, on purchase order or 
organization letterhead. We are not permitted to honor 
student orders.

A hazardous surcharge will be applied to chemicals 
that are designated hazardous by the U.S. Dept. of 
Transportation at the time of shipment. Certifi cates of 
analysis are NOT available for the chemicals featured 
in this catalog.

Fisher Science Education chemicals are intended to 
be used for educational purposes only.

Dot Classifi cations

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) publishes transportation regulations 
covering shipments of materials classifi ed as hazardous within the continental 
United States and its territories. These regulations, covering packaging, marking, 
labeling and shipping paper descriptions, are published in 49 CFR Parts 100-185. 
Materials are classifi ed according to the system listed below.

 DOT Hazard Class /Division DOT Hazard Description

 1 Explosives
 2.1 Flammable Gas
 2.2 Non-Flammable Gas
 2.3 Poison Gas
 3 Flammable Liquid
 4.1 Flammable Solid
 4.2 Spontaneously Combustible
 4.3 Dangerous When Wet
 5.1 Oxidizer
 5.2 Organic Peroxide
 6.1 Poison
 6.2 Infectious Substance
 7 Radioactive
 8 Corrosive
 9 Miscellaneous

NFPA Hazard Code Ratings

The National Fire Protection Association has developed a numerical rating system that refl ects the 
health, fl ammability, self-reactivity and other hazards of materials, including reactivity with water, as 
specifi ed in NFPA 704, Standard System for the Identifi cation of the Hazards of Materials for Emergency 
Response. Potential hazards are evaluated based on the degree of hazard, and the numerical rating is 
placed inside the universal NFPA symbol. (Included on all Fisher Science Education™ chemical labels.)

ChemAlert™ Storage Codes

Indicate the recommended method of chemical storage.

Every Fisher Science Education™ label features one of the fi ve following color 
codes to indicate storage needs.

Red — Flammable
Store in area segregated for fl ammable reagents.

Blue — Health Hazard
Toxic if inhaled, ingested or absorbed through skin; store 
in secure area.

Yellow — Reactive and Oxidizing
May react violently with air, water or other substances; 
store away from fl ammable and combustible materials.

White — Corrosive
May harm skin, eyes and mucous membranes; store away 
from red-, yellow- and blue-coded reagents. Store acids 
and bases separately.

Gray — Moderate Hazard
Presents no more than moderate hazard in any of the 
hazards previously listed.

Corrosion

• Skin Corrosion / Burns
• Eye Damage
• Corrosive to Metals
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